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until Condorcet called attention to it. Since Bernoulli, there has scarcely been a distinguished algebraist who has not found time for some work in the theory of probabilities.
To the method of least squares Legendre gave the name in a paper on this subject which appeared In 1805.* The first publication by Gauss on the same subject appeared In 1809, although he was In possession of the method as early as 1795, The honor is therefore due to Gauss for the reason that he first set forth the method In its present form and turned It to practical account on a large scale. The apparent inspiration for this Investigation was the discovery of the first planetoid Ceres on the first of January, 1801, by PiazzL Gauss calculated by new methods the orbit of this heavenly body so accurately that the same planetoid could be again found towards the end of the year 1801 near the position given by him. The investigations connected with this calculation appeared in 1809 as Theoria motus corporum coelestium, etc. The work contained the determination of the position of a heavenly body for any given time by means of the known orbit, besides the solution of the difficult problem to find the orbit from three observations. In order to make the orbit thus determined agree as closely as possible with that of a greater number of observations, Gauss applied the process
*Merriman, M.,  "List of Writings  relating to the Method of Least Squares."    Trans. Conn. Acad,, Vol. IV.